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been conducted, and a dinner not a whit more sumptuous than
ours was set before him, after which he was very coolly told
that he might pray for Feysul and retire to his quarters, while
the king settled the day and hour whereon he would vouchsafe
him the honour of an audience.

I never saw any one so unutterably disgusted as our Persian

on this occasion.    In broken Arabic, and loud enough to be

heard by half the palace, he vented his spleen against Arabs,

Bedouins, Wahhabees, Nejed, town, country, and all.    The

men of'Aared, who heard and half understood, looked very

grave, but were much too polite to say anything.    Perhaps

Feysul too was there, invisible in his recess, to overhear the

conversation.    Aboo-'Eysa well knew that antipathy was in

this case mutual, and that if the Na'ib thought the Wahhabees

and their king mere barbarians, unworthy, in European phrase,

to black his shoes, they, in their turn, looked on him as a

despicable foreigner and an infidel, thus fairly equalizing the

balance of reciprocal aversion.    Hence he could not but feel

the position to be very uncomfortable, and tried to console the

indignant Shirazee with excuses and explanations of the " se

non vero, ben trovato " kind.    All this in our presence, for the

Iranian band arrived just at the conclusion of our meal.   I had

much ado not to laugh at both parties, thinking " six of one

and," &c., but tried my utmost to look grave, in consideration

of the Nejdeans around, and took my cue from Aboo-'Eysa.

Meanwhile we suggested to this latter, in an undertone, that

for us too lodging for man and beast would be very desirable,

and that if we had dined our dromedaries had not.   Our guide

was well acquainted with the ins and outs of the palace, and

in less than no time had found out 'Abd-el-'Azeez, and arranged

matters with him in our behalf.   Nay, the minister of foreign

affairs condescended to come in person, and, sweetly smiling,

informed us that our temporary habitation was ready, and that

Aboo-'Eysa would conduct us thither without delay.   We then

begged to know, if possible, the king's good will and pleasure

regarding our stay and our business in the town.   For on our

first introduction we had duly stated, in the most correct Wah-

habee phraseology, that we had come to Bfad "-desiring the

favour of God, and secondly of Feysul; and that we begged

of God, and secondly of Feysul, permission to exercise in the